St. Lawrence Catholic Church

Home of the Mater Dei Community
Staffed by the Priestly Fraternity of St. Peter

MASS TIMES

Sunday: 7:30am (Low Mass), 9:00am (Low Mass), 11:00am

(Sung Mass), 6:00pm (Low Mass)
Monday: 7:10am

Tuesday: 7:10am
Wednesday: 6:15am, 7:00pm
Thursday: 7:10am

Friday: 7:10am, 6:30pm
Saturday: 9:00am

CONFESSIONS

Before each Mass

EXPOSITION & BENEDICTION

Sunday: 5:30pm (Solemn with Benediction)

Tuesday: 8:00am—1:00pm (Solemn with Benediction)

Friday: 5:30pm—6:25pm (Simple Adoration except during Lent)

Saturday: 8:00am—S8:50am (Solemn with Benediction)

DEVOTIONS

St. Jude: 3rd Wednesday, 6:00pm
Sacred Heart: Ist Friday, following 6:30pm Mass

DIVINE OFFICE

Vespers: Every Sunday, 5:00pm
Compline: 1st Friday, 7:00pm

MALER DEL
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Fr. James Smith, FSSP - Pastor
pastor@stlawrence.cc

Fr. Cidrian Cortes, FSSP - Assistant Pastor
assistant.pastor@stlawrence.cc

Marecella de Freitas - Secretary
secretary@stlawrence.cc

Mary Ann Vigilante - Bookkeeper
bookkeeper@stlawrence.cc

Paul Thomas May - Music Director
music@stlawrence.cc

General: contact@stlawrence.cc
Office: (717) 889 - 4217

Dial ext. 9 for Sacramental Emergency
Website: www.stlawrence.cc

Choir & Choristers

Practice weekly—music@stlawrence.cc..........Paul Thomas May
Church Cleaning
Rotates weekly—clean@stlawrence.cc..............Kristin Patterson

Confraternity of Christian Mothers
Monthly—mothers@stlawrence.cc...............Stephanie Fonticoba

Girls Sodality
Girls Age 8 - 14—girlssodality@stlawrence.cc.......Rebecca Mack

Holy Name Society

Monthly—holyname@stlawrence.cc................... William Gabig
Knights of the Altar

Altar Servers—altarboys@stlawrence.cc.................... Ed Pitman
Knights of Columbus
Monthly—knights@stlawrence.cC.......................... Josh Logan
Mater Dei Praesidium of The Legion of Mary
Weekly—legionofmary@stlawrence.cc...................Daniel Jones
Meal Train

mealtrain@stlawrence.cc...............oooeuieiennin Alyssa Showers
Prayer Chain
Prayers@stlawrence.CC.......oovuiunininininiiiniiinennne Fr. Cortes

St. Catherine of Siena Young Adult Group
18-35, Monthly—youngadults@stlawrence.cc............... Fr. Cortes

St. Tarcisius
Ages 5-12, Monthly—sttarcisius@stlawrence.cc...Loretta Ferguson

Tuesday Adoration
Tuesdays 8-1pm—tuesdayadoration@stlawrence.cc...Amanda Healy

Youth Group
Ages 13-18, Monthly—youthgroup@stlawrence.cc..Joelle Riethmiller



Fourth Sunday of Advent

12.18.2022

MASS INTENTIONS

Sun. Dec. 18 Fourth Sunday of Advent, /

TODAY

Sunday, December 18
e Fourth Sunday of Advent—Rorate Sunday
e Second Collection—Building Fund

7:30am Trey Keating by Fonticoba Family *  Vespers—Spm—Exposition—5:30pm
9:00am Pro Populo
11:00am +Chris$0pher Cortes UPCOMING
6:00pm Confraternity of St. Peter by Mr. & Mrs. David Archer
Monday, December 19
Mon. Dec. 19 Greater Feria of Advent, I7 e  Adult Inquiry Class—6pm-6:55pm
7:10am +John & Dorothy Czarnomski by John E. Czarnomski e  Monday Night Basketball YMCA—7pm
Tue. Dec. 20 Greater Feria of Advent, IT T“eid%y, Df?f/fmbeg 20
. 1 1 . €gion o ary—opm
7:10am Mary Lee Fair by James Fair : Kngights i Colﬁllmblrl)s mecting—6:30
Wed. Dec. 21 St. Thomas, Apostle, 11 Wednesday, December 21
6:15am Holy Souls in Purgatory e  Commemoration of the Greater Feria of Advent
7:00pm Charles T. Pavlick Jr.
. Saturday, December 24
Thu. Dec. 22 Greater Feria of Advent, 11 . 0 Vil o Gl
7:10am +Monsignor Andrew Quinn by John E. Czarnomski
Sunday, December 25
Fri. Dec. 23  Greater Feria of Advent, I1 e  The Nativity of Our Lord
7:10am Sr. Mary Theresa Bogdanowicz, O.P.
6:30pm Thanksgiving for overruling of Roe v Wade Tuesday, December 27
e Blessing of wine
Sat. Dec. 24  Vigil of Christmas,
9:00am +Christopherson Thomas Cortes Saturday, December 31
e End of Year Indulgence —T7Te Deum
Sun. Dec. 25 The Nativity of Our Lord, / e  7th Day in the Octave of Christmas
12:00am Sr. Mary Catherine Rose & Sr. Mary Mathias by Charles &  ®  Christmas Party
Chris Stoner
7:30am Amy Gudelski by Celine Gudelski Sunday, January 1 .
9:00am Confraternity of St. Peter by Mary Ellen Barry *  Beginning of Year Indulgence —Veni Creator
11:00am Pro Populo e  Octave of the Nativity of the Lord
6:00pm

+John Joseph Broscius by Mary Alice Howard

Monday, January 2
e Holy Name of Jesus

Thursday, January 5
e Blessing of Epiphany Water

Friday, January 6
e The Epiphany of the Lord

PROPERS OF THE MASS

e Blessing of Gold, Incense, and Myrrh; Chalk

Sunday, January 8
e Holy Family of Jesus, Mary, and Joseph

Lesson [ Cor. 4:1-5

Brethren: Let a man so account us, as servants of Christ and
stewards of the mysteries of God. Now here it is required in
stewards that a man be found trustworthy. But with me it is a very
small matter to be judged by you or by man’s tribunal. Nay I do
not even judge my own self. For I have nothing on my conscience,
yet [ am not thereby justified; but he who judges me is the Lord.
Therefore, pass no judgment before the time, until the Lord comes,
Who will both bring to light the things hidden in darkness and
make manifest the counsels of hearts; and then everyone will have
his praise from God.

Gospel Luke 3:1-6

Now in the fifteenth year of the reign of Tiberius Caesar, when
Pontius Pilate was procurator of Judea, and Herod tetrarch of
Galilee, and Philip his brother tetrarch of the district of Iturea
and ]Trachonitis, and Lysanias tetrarch of Abilene, during the
high ]priesthood of Annas and Caiphas, the word of God came to
John, the son of Zachary, in the desert. And he went into all the
region about the Jordan, preaching a baptism of repentance for the
forgiveness of sins, as it is written in the book of the words of
Isaiah the prophet, The voice of one crying in the desert, ‘Make
ready the way of the Lord, make straight His paths. Every valley
shall be filled, and every mountain and hill shall be brought low,
and the crooked ways shall be made straight, and the rough ways
smooth; and all mankind shall see the salvation of God.’




ANNOUNCEMENTS

SIGNUP FOR EPIPHANY HOME BLESSINGS—We are
happy to offer again the possibility of having your home
blessed with Epiphany water, incense, and chalk. To request
this blessing during the time of Epiphany (on the days of Jan. 9
through 12), please sign up here: https://bit.ly/3j29AEG or by
scanning the QR Code below:

When visiting your home, the priest will sprinkle and incense
your house, and mark the front door (or doors) with chalk. This
tradition commemorates the visitation of the three Magi to the
Holy Family in Bethlehem. A priest visits the home, blessing
each room (or at least, whichever rooms you would like him to
bless) with Epiphany water and incense. The main entrance of
the home is then marked with the initials of the three Magi:
Caspar, Melchior, and Balthazar, and a code of the current year
(2023) connected with crosses: 20+C+M+B+23. The letters
have two meanings. First, they represent the initials of the
Magi; and second, they abbreviate the Latin phrase, Christus
mansionem benedicat; “May Christ bless the house.” Taken
together, this inscription is performed as a request for Christ to
bless the home, and that He abide with all those who dwell
therein throughout the year.

The Epiphany home blessing is a treasured Catholic tradition
throughout the world, and a great practice whereby we dedicate
our year to God from its very outset; asking His blessing on our
homes and on all who live, work, or visit them there. Practicing
traditions such as the Epiphany home blessing helps us live our
Faith more concretely and serves as an outward sign of our
dedication to the Lord.

Our homes are the place where many of us will make the
greatest strides in our spiritual growth, through observance of
daily prayer, spiritual reading, and work offered as an oblation
to God. This blessing encourages all of us to dedicate our life at
home to God. Seeing the symbols over our doors can help
remind us, while passing in and out on our daily routines, that
our homes and all those who dwell there belong to Christ. This
beautiful tradition serves as a reminder of the welcoming that
the Magi gave to Jesus. We should strive to be as welcoming to
all who come to our homes to visit us!

Parish Christmas Party at 112 State Street!— Please use the
codes below to RSVP and volunteer:

(=] %y [m]
oy =4 ﬂ
[=] ¢

Volunteer

PUBLICATION OF THE PARISH OFFICE HOURS
Effective in the new year, the parish office hours will be as
follows:

Monday through Friday: 8am to 11:30am and 1:30pm to
5:30pm; Saturday: 8am to 12noon and 1pm to Spm. During
this time, you are invited to stop by the parish office, now located
in the Parish Center at 112 State Street, and speak with Marcella
de Freitas, the parish secretary, Mary Ann Vigilante, the parish
bookkeeper, Paul Thomas May, the parish music director, or one
of the priests. Each person has a different schedule (Fr. Smith has
his day off normally on Mondays, and Fr. Cortes on Thursdays),
but the goal is that that during these times, you should be able to
find someone by ringing the doorbell at either the front or rear of
112 State Street.

CHURCH OPEN FOR PRAYER—AIso effective in the new
year, we announce that the church will be open for prayer
(through the front door) every day until 12:15 pm. This will allow
you to come for private prayer in the church at your own
schedule, and to assist at the Divine Office, the schedule for
which was published last week. We know that the opportunity to
be in the presence of the Blessed Sacrament is very important and
helpful for prayer, so we have long wanted to make this possible.
Now that our parish owns this church, and we have been able to
install some security cameras and other devices, we are able to do
this.

Holy Name Society—New Members Welcome!— Catholic
men 18 years old and older, are invited to join the St. Lawrence
Holy Name Society. Information about this traditional
confraternity can be found at www.nahns.com. All eligible men
are encouraged to consider this spiritual and social opportunity.
Persons interested in enrolling, or who need additional
information about the specific activities of the Holy Name
Society at Mater Dei, please see one of our members who will be
available at tables located in the Narthex after all Sunday Masses
today. The Society will host a new member induction ceremony
after the 11am Mass on Sunday, Jan.§8, 2023. If you have any
questions, you may also email Mr. William Gabig at:
willgabig@comcast.net.

Epiphany Blessing of Gold, Incense, Myrrh; and Chalk
Friday, Jan. 6— Gold, Frankincense, and Myrrh—-The Three
Magi presented the Divine Infant with gifts of gold, frankincense,
and myrrh. The gift of gold acknowledged His royal lineage and
kingship over all creation. The gift of frankincense professed that
this Child truly is the only begotten Son of God, born of the
Father, before all ages, God of God: Light of Light: true God of
true God; begotten, not made, consubstantial with the Father, by
whom all things were made. The gift of myrrh prophesied that
this little Child would one day suffer a painful death as the
complete and perfect sacrifice for the sins of all men. The Church
gives us the privilege to bless these three articles so that they may
be for us constant reminders of Our Lord’s Kingship, Divinity,
and sorrowful Passion. Chalk—It is a tradition for priests to bless
chalk for each family so that they may mark the names of the
three Magi over their doors, in the blessing of homes as a witness
of their faith and protection against evil. The chalk is a type

of memento mori or literally, Memento homo image (Remember,
man, you are dust and to dust you will return. Gen. 3:19), a
reminder of the dust of the earth from which man was made.



https://bit.ly/3j29AEG

O Antiphons at Vespers, Spm this week—Ember Saturday,
Dec. 17 to Friday, Dec. 23 (except Thursday Dec. 22). The
Magnificat antiphons at Vespers will be marked with O and
these different titles of our Lord: Sapientiae, A donai, Radix,
Clavis, Oriens, Rex, Emmanuel, the translations of which are
Wisdom, Lord, Root of Jesse, Key of David, Radiant Dawn,
King, and Emmanuel respectively. When the first letters of
the Latin titles are taken from last to first, it makes the phrase
Ero Cras which translates to Tomorrow, I will come. These
antiphons are also the inspiration for the famous chant/hymn
O Come, O Come Emmanuel. The faithful are invited to
assist at public Vespers this week each night at Spm except
Thursday Dec. 22 which will be prayed in private.

Parish Christmas Party Slide Show—Photos of parish
events wanted—We are creating a slideshow of the many
important events that have taken place in our Parish this year.
If you have photos of any parish events, including First
Communion, Confirmation, Chant Camp, our Parish & All
Saints Day Picnics, Youth Group, YAG, Sports, etc.,

please send them to: historian@stlawrence.cc, no later than
Tuesday, Dec. 27.

Girls Sodality—We will start a Girls Sodality for girls ages
8-14, here at the parish. The group will meet from 10-11am the
second Saturday monthly after the 9am Mass. Our Girls
Sodality will be part of the greater Congregation of the
Children of Mary which is a lay Organization for children, and
co-sponsored by the Universal Archconfraternity of St.
Philomena and the Universal Living Rosary Association. If you
would like more information about these associations, please
visit: mychildrenofmary.com. The purpose of the Girls Sodality
will be to foster an extraordinary devotion to the Mother of God
through prayer and instruction, as well as give young girls the
opportunity to make lasting friendships with each other. If your
daughters between the ages of 8-14 would like to join the
Sodality, please sign up at: girlssodality@stlawrence.cc. We
will have our first meeting on Saturday, Jan. 14, 2023 so please
sign up before Jan, 1, 2023.

Sunday Collections
Week of December 11, 2022

Offertory (December 11): $ 19,335.50
Online Giving (December 4-December 11):  $  3,930.00
Immaculate Conception (December 8) $__1.081.00
Total: $ 26,346.50

* The Building Fund is reported once per month

2023 Basketball Tournament—Team Captains for the
2023 Basketball Tournament have been selected and teams
have been drafted. The 2023 Basketball Tournament will
take place in the East Shore YMCA on Saturday, Jan. 14th
from 1pm-5pm. Everyone is welcome to come and cheer on
the teams. If you have signed up for the Tournament please
pay $10 by placing your money in an envelope marked with
your name and stating “for the basketball tournament™. You
may either: (a) put your envelope in the Sunday collection,
(b) drop off your envelope in the wall box at the church or
the parish office, or (c) hand your envelope directly to Fr.
Cortes.

Legion of Mary—meeting time change effective Jan.
2023—In an effort to meet the needs of the active members
who regularly attend its weekly Tuesday evening meetings,
the Mater Dei Praesidium of the Legion of Mary will begin
meeting at 6:30pm after the change of the year. We will also
be moving our meeting location from the Church’s Social
Hall to our 112 State Street Parish Center. Guests are
always welcome!

FSSP 2023 Liturgical Calendars—are now available for
purchase @ $17 each; please place your donations in the
black metal box after purchasing one.

Processional Hymn
The Angel Gabriel

The angel Gabriel from heaven came, his wings as drifted
snow, his eyes as flame;

“All hail,” said he, “thou lowly maiden, Mary, most
highly favored lady,” Gloria!

“For know a blessed Mother thou shalt be, all generations
laud and honor thee,

thy Son shall be Emmanuel, by seers foretold, most highly
favored lady,” Gloria!

Then gentle Mary meekly bowed her head, “To me be as
it pleaseth God,” she said,

“My soul shall laud and magnify His holy Name.” Most
highly favored lady, Gloria!

Of her, Emmanuel, the Christ was born in Bethlehem, all
on a Christmas morn,

And Christian folk throughout the world will ever say
most highly favored lady, Gloria!

Recessional Hymn
Daily, Daily, Sing of Mary

Daily, daily, sing of Mary, Sing my soul, her praises
due;

All her feats, her actions honor With the heart’s devotion
true.

Lost in wond’ring contemplation, Be her majesty
confessed!

Call her Mother, call her Virgin, Happy Mother, Virgin
blest!

She is mighty to deliver; Call her; trust her lovingly;
When the tempest rages round thee, She will calm the
troubled sea.

Gifts of Heaven she has given Noble Lady! To our race:
She, the Queen, who decks her subjects With the light of
God’s own grace.

Sing my tongue, the Virgin’s trophies, Who for us our
Maker bore;

For the curse of old inflicted, Peace and blessing to
restore.

Sing the songs of praise unending Sing the world’s
majestic Queen.

Weary not, nor faint in telling All the gifts she gives to
men.



mailto:historian@stlawrence.cc

