St. Lawrence Catholic Church

Home of the Mater Dei Community
Staffed by the Priestly Fraternity of St. Peter
110 State Street, Harrisburg, PA 17101

MASS TIMES

Sunday: 7:30am (Low Mass), 9:00am (Low Mass), 11:00am

(Sung Mass), 6:00pm (Low Mass)
Monday: 7:10am

Tuesday: 7:10am
Wednesday: 6:15am, 7:00pm
Thursday: 7:10am

Friday: 7:10am, 6:30pm
Saturday: 9:00am

CONFESSIONS

Before each Mass

EXPOSITION & BENEDICTION

Sunday: 5:30pm (Solemn with Benediction)
Tuesday: 8:00—1:00pm (Solemn with Benediction)
Friday: 5:30—6:25pm (Simple Adoration except during Lent)

Saturday: 8:00—8:50am (Solemn with Benediction)

DEVOTIONS

St. Jude: 3rd Wednesday, 6:00pm
Sacred Heart: 1st Friday, following 6:30pm Mass

DIVINE OFFICE

Vespers: Every Sunday, 5:00pm
Compline: 1st Friday, 7:00pm

Fr. James Smith, FSSP - Pastor
pastor@stlawrence.cc

Fr. John Killackey, FSSP - Assistant Pastor
assistant.pastor@stlawrence.cc

Mary Ann Vigilante - Chapel Administrator
secretary(@stlawrence.cc

Paul Thomas May - Music Director
music@stlawrence.cc

General: contact@stlawrence.cc

Office: (717) 889 - 4217

Dial ext. 9 for Sacramental Emergency
MaterDeiPA.com

Legion of Mary
Meets weekly
Legionofmary@stlawrence.cc............... Daniel Jones

St. Tarcisius
Ages 5-12, 1st Saturday

sttarcisius@stlawrence.cc ................. Loretta Ferguson
Youth Group

Ages 13-18, 3rd Saturday
youthgroup@stlawrence.cc..................... Dawn Forbeck

St. Catherine of Siena Young Adult Group
Ages 18-35, Meets monthly
assistant.pastor@stlawrence.cc .................. Fr. Killackey

Choir & Choristers
Practice weekly
music@stlawrence.cc .................... Paul Thomas May

Holy Name Society
Meets monthly
holyname@stlawrence.cc ..................... William Gabig

Knights of Columbus
Meets monthly
knights@stlawrence.cc ...........oovveveiueinennnnn. Josh Logan

Knights of the Altar
Altar Servers
altarboys@stlawrence.cc ........occevveirinennnn.. Ed Pitman

Church Cleaning
Rotates weekly
clean@stlawrence.cc............ccveeenen... Kristin Patterson

Girls Junior Sodality
Girls Age 9 - High School
girlssodality@stlawrence.cc .......cc........ Rebecca Mack

Meal Train
mealtrain@stlawrence.cc ................... Alyssa Showers

Prayer Chain............................ Fr. Killackey
prayers@materdeipa.com

Tuesday Adoration
Tuesdays 8am-1pm
tuesdayadoration@stlawrence.cc ................ Amanda Healy



Fourth Sunday of Lent

3.27.2022

MASS INTENTIONS

Sun. March 27
7:30am

9:00am
11:00am
6:00pm

Mon. March 28
7:10am

Tues. March 29
7:10am

Wed. March 30
6:15am
7:00pm

Thurs. March 31
7:10am

Fourth Sunday of Lent, (Laetare Sunday), /

+Antonio Fragelli by Ben Hiegst

+Annette Lessard by Ted, Celine, Marian Gudelski

Pro Polulo
The Bloch family by Lori Bloch

Feria of Lent, 111
+Antonio Fragelli by Michael Gorre

Feria of Lent, 111
John and Lauren Zalesky

Feria of Lent, 111
Andrew Gedonski by Tricia Schrieber
Patricia Burzak by Tricia Schrieber

Feria of Lent, 111
+Franco Colabufalo by Vito Renda

TODAY

Sunday, March 27

e  Building Fund—2nd Collection

e  Sunday Socials—After 9am & 11am Masses
e  (Catechism Classes—10:10am-10:50am

e  Vespers—Spm—Exposition—5:30pm

UPCOMING

Monday, March 28

e [Legion of Mary—S5:45pm

e  Adult Inquiry Class—6pm-6:55pm
e Adult Catechism Class—7pm-8pm

Tuesday, March 29
e  Adoration—8am-1pm

Friday, April 1

e  Feast of the Annunciation

e  Vespers—5:00pm

e  Stations of the Cross—6:00pm
e  6:30pm High Mass

Fri. April 1 Feria of Lent, IIT ST, AL 2
7:10am +Eric Patterson by Don Whicker *  Holy Name Society—after 9am Mass
6:30pm Robert Ritchie by Kevin Ritchie Sunday, April 3
. . e  2nd Collection for th le of Ukrai
Sat. April 2 Feria of Lent, 111 R
9:00am Consecration of Russia to the Immaculate Saturday, April 9
Heart of Mary by Ed & Suzanne Pitman e  Confirmation and Pontifical High Mass with
Bishop Gainer—10am
Sun. April 3 Passion Sunday, / ®  Reception at the Civic Club
7:30am Pro Polulo .
9:00am Charles Stoner by Christina Stoner LT, ATl k)
11:00am Charles Pavlick, Jr. by Kate Suhrbier SOy Edaysm
6:00pm Patrick Dennis by Tim Dennis Friday, April 15
e  Good Friday—3pm
Saturday, April 16
e  Holy Saturday—10pm
Sunday, April 17
PROPERS OF THE MASS e Mozart Orchestral Mass—11am
Easter Tuesday, April 19
e  High Mass—7pm
Gal 4:22-31 the flesh, persecuted him who was born according to the spirit, so

Brethren: It is written that Abraham had two sons, the one by a
slave-girl and the other by a free woman. And the son of the slave
-girl was born according to the flesh, but the son of the free wom-
an in virtue of the promise. This said by way of allegory. For
these are the two covenants: one indeed from Mount Sinai bring-
ing forth children unto bondage, which is Agar. For Sinai is a
mountain in Arabia, which corresponds to the present Jerusalem,
and is in slavery with her children. But that Jerusalem which is
above is free, which is our mother. For it is written, Rejoice, O
barren one, that do not bear; break forth and cry, you that do not
travail; for many are the children of the desolate, more than of her
that has a husband. Now we, brethren, are the children of the
promise, as Isaac was. But as then he who was born according to

also it is now. But what does the Scripture say? Cast out the slave-
girl and her son, for the son of the slave-girl shall not be heir with
the son of the free woman. Therefore, brethren, we are not chil-
dren of a slave-girl, but of the free woman - in virtue of the free-
dom wherewith Christ has made us free.

John 6:1-15

At that time, Jesus went away to the other side of the sea of Gali-
lee, which is that of Tiberias. And there followed Him a great
crowd, because they witnessed the signs He worked on those who
were sick. Jesus therefore went up the mountain, and sat there
with His disciples. Now the Passover, the feast of the Jews, was
near. When, therefore, Jesus had lifted up His eyes and seen that a
very great crowd had come to Him, He said to Philip, Whence




ANNOUNCEMENTS

Holy Week Schedule

April 14—Holy Thursday
7:00am Tenebrae

5:00pm Vespers

7:00pm Solemn Mass

* Adoration following,.

April 15—Good Friday
7:00am Tenebrae

3:00pm Solemn Liturgy
7:00pm Stations of the Cross

April 16—Holy Saturday
7:00am Tenebrae

5:00pm Vespers

10:00pm Solemn Liturgy

April 17—Easter Sunday
9:00am Low Mass
11:00am  High
Orchestral Mass
5:00pm Vespers
6:00pm Low Mass

Mass —

Mozart Orchestral Mass for Easter Sunday—Just as at
Christmas, we will offer a Solemn High Mass at 11 am Easter
Sunday morning accompanied by an orchestra assembled by
our music director, Paul Thomas May, playing Mozart’s
Kliene Credomesse (K192). It promises to be a glorious way to
celebrate our most important feast day.

Blessing of Paschal lambs, eggs, bread, and new fruits—
After the 11 am orchestral Mass on Easter Sunday, the priests
will give special blessings only given at Easter for any lambs,
eggs, bread, or new fruits that parishioners would like to bring
to be blessed.

Sunday Socials at the Civic Club to celebrate Easter— On
Easter Sunday, April 17, we will have our coffee and
doughnut social after the 11am Mozart Orchestral Mass at the
Civic Club on Front Street. We will continue this temporarily
during part of the Easter season, on April 24, May 1, and

May 8. We will need additional volunteers, including crossing
guards. If you can help, please contact socials@ stlawrence.cc.

Friday night soup dinner by the Knights of Columbus—
The Knights will be hosting a soup dinner in
the St. Lawrence social hall Friday night, April
a KoF G &\ 1, following the 6:30 pm Mass. Various meat-
less soups will be offered, with bread and sal-
ad. There is no cost but donations are wel-
come. For more information contact Joshua
Logan via email in bulletin. Email Grand
Knight Joshua Logan at knights@stlawrence.cc with any ques-
tions.

Collection for the people of Ukraine next Sunday April 3 —
Bishop Gainer invites the faithful to make a donation to ease
the suffering in Ukraine. All parishes in the Diocese are invited
to show a sign of solidarity and offer assistance to the Ukraini-
an people, please consider making a donation to this collection.

Confirmation on Saturday, April 9, 10am—Bishop Gainer
will come to confer Confirmation and to celebrate a Pontifical
High Mass. A reception at the Civic Club on Front Street will
follow. Those interested in helping with refreshments after-
wards are encouraged to email socials@stlawrence.cc

Scheduling notes for Lent—Fridays in Lent: Stations of the
Cross will be at 6 pm (replacing Adoration during Lent). Ves-
pers will remain at 5 pm, and Mass will be at 6:30 pm immedi-
ately following Stations. Fridays in Lent are days of absti-
nence, binding gravely.

2nd Annual Allentown Soccer Tournament: The FSSP
priests of our Allentown Apostolate, St. Stephen of Hungary,
have invited local parishes to compete in a soccer tournament
held in Allentown on Saturday, April 30 from 12pm-5pm, with
a pizza dinner to follow. If you are interested in taking part,
please email Fr. Killackey at assistant.pastor@stlawrence.cc
by Friday, April 8. Please note that depending on the level of
interest, we may need to limit the amount of players we can
take with us. We will also be organizing some practices and
intramural games to prepare our team before competing.

Coffee and Doughnut Socials: We are very happy to once
again have our socials in the basement after the 9 am and 11
am Masses. We invite everyone to come and get to know your
fellow parishioners. To get to the basement, please do so by
exiting the front of the church and entering through the exterior
door on Buttonwood Street.

Luke 11:14-28 (Cont’d) shall we buy bread that these may eat? But He said this to try him, for He Himself knew what He would do.
Philip answered Him, Two hundred denarii worth of bread is not enough for them, that each one may receive a little. One of His disci-
ples, Andrew, the brother of Simon Peter, said to Him, There is a young boy here who has five barley loaves and two fishes; but what
are these among so many? Jesus then said, Make the people recline. Now there was much grass in the place. The men therefore re-
clined, in number about five thousand. Jesus then took the loaves, and when He had given thanks, distributed them to those reclining;
and likewise the fishes, as much as they wished. But when they were filled, He said to His disciples, Gather the fragments that are left
over, lest they be wasted. They therefore gathered them up; and they filled twelve baskets with the fragments of the five barley loaves
left over by those who had eaten. When the people, therefore, had seen the sign which Jesus had worked, they said, This is indeed the
Prophet Who is to come into the world. So when Jesus perceived that they would come to take Him by force and make Him king He

fled again to the mountain, Himself alone.




Calling all Altar Boys and those interested—Any boy
who has received his First Holy Communion is invited to
consider being an altar boy at St. Lawrence. The altar boys
meet on the second Saturday of the month. Due to the spe-
cial schedule for Holy Week, the next regularly-scheduled
practice will be May 14, but special practices will be held
for those serving during Holy Week. The regular meeting
begins after the 9 am Mass, and concludes at 12:30 pm,
and includes a light breakfast, a meeting with a spiritual
talk from one of the priests, practice serving, recreation,
pizza for lunch, and clean up. For more information about
becoming an altar boy, email Fr. Smith or Mr. Pitman at
altarboys@stlawrence.cc.

Openings in the Choir at St. Lawrence: The choir has
openings for additional dedicated volunteers and one quali-
fied section leader. Members are expected to be available
for Thursday evening rehearsals, Sunday 11am Masses
throughout the year, and for other important Feast Days as
notified. Volunteers with previous choral experience are
preferred, but those with strong desire may be considered
at the discretion of the Music Director. Section Leader po-
sition is available for Tenor; all applicants must audition
and demonstrate strong vocal musicianship. Inquiries can
be directed to Paul Thomas May at music@stlawrence.cc.

Liaison to the City of Harrisburg needed— Do you like
to hobnob with local government officials and defend the
constitutional rights of Catholics? Can you be firm, funny
and diplomatic all at once? Events in downtown Harrisburg
periodically affect our parish, so it would be helpful to
have one or two people who could liaise with the city about
things like street closures and parking, and anything that
would be of interest to us. If you would like to help, please
email Fr. Smith, at pastor@stlawrence.cc

Sunday Collections

Week of March 20, 2022
Offertory (March 20 ): 44
Online Giving (March 13-March 20): g ;’g 17'88
Coffee Social $ ’101:00
Total: $ 10,762.00

Music Lessons: Would you like to have your children en-
VA rolled in music lessons? The State

«‘ Street Academy (SSA), which is located
) in the St. Lawrence lower level, accepts
students for a semester-length course of
lessons in an instrument of choice with a recital at the end of
the semester. There are skilled teachers for lessons in piano,
violin, and voice among other instruments. In the coming
semester the SSA will be able to offer instruction in harp if
there is enough interest. For further inquiries on price and/or
to reserve a spot for harp lessons, please send an email to
Paul Thomas May at music@stlawrence.cc.

STATE STREET ACADEMY of MUSIC

Expectant Mothers: If you are expecting a child and regis-
tered in the Community, please let us know so we can put
your expected date in our date book and rejoice with your
family! Please send photos of your new baby’s baptism to
include on our new Website! Please notify us at con-
tact@stlawrence.cc

Sunday Socials: Help still needed: Please consider helping
with our Sunday Socials after the 9am and 11am Mass. The
goal is to have many volunteers so that volunteers only have
to do their duty once every month or two. If you can help
please email socials@stlawrence.cc.

Processional Hymn
All Glory, Laud, and Honor

Thou art the King of Israel, Thou David’s royal Son,
Who in the Lord’s Name comest, The King and
Blessed One.

Refrain:

All glory, laud, and honor, To Thee, Redeemer, King,
To Whom the lips of children Made sweet hosannas
ring.

The company of angels Are praising Thee on High, And
mortal men and all things Created make reply.

Refrain.
The people of the Hebrews With palms before Thee

went; Our prayer and praise and anthems Before Thee
we present.

Refrain.

Recessional Hymn
Lift High the Cross

Come, brethren, follow where our Captain trod,
our King victorious, Christ the Son of God.

Refrain:All glory, laud, and honor, To Thee, Redeemer,
King, To Whom the lips of children Made sweet hosan-
nas ring.

Led on their way by this triumphant sign,
the hosts of God in conqu’ring ranks combine.
Refrain.

Each newborn soldier of the Crucified
bears on the brow the seal of him who died.
Refrain.




From your Pastor: Purchase of St. Lawrence Church

In the midst of Lent, the liturgy gives us Latare Sunday so that by rejoicing, we
will be encouraged to complete Lent in a good way, faithful to the holy resolutions we
made before it began. To increase your joy, | would like to share with you the details of
the purchase of St. Lawrence church, which we
were able to complete on January 27, thanks to a
loan from the diocese.

My predecessor, Fr. Eichman, and Fr. Brommer,
the rector of the Cathedral parish which owned St.
Lawrence since the 1990s when the old St.
Lawrence parish was merged with the Cathedral
parish, had arrived at a price of $1.5 million, but
that took a lot of discussions, and by then, Fr.
Eichman had been given a new assignment,
departed in July, and I joined you in August.

When we try to discover a fair price for a thing,
there are different ways to look at it. One is to say
that since few people are buying churches, there is not much of a market for them, so the
price should be low. From this perspective, you could argue that the church should cost
something around $500,000, as one recent market valuation had it.

Another way to look at it, however, is to consider what the building is worth in
terms of the materials, craftmanship, art, and everything else that it contains. This is what
insurance companies look at when they guarantee to replace the building if it were to be
destroyed by fire or other disaster. An insurance valuation for St. Lawrence from 2010
placed that at $6.2 million, with the stained-glass windows alone valued at $1.5 million,
and the organ at $630,000.

As I’ve told you before, St. Lawrence is one of the best-situated, and most
beautiful churches in all the Fraternity of St. Peter. Many other parishes would love to
pay far more than we are paying for such a place. We are very blessed indeed.

Once the price had been agreed upon, it was left to me when I arrived to do the
due diligence required before finalizing such an important decision. That included asking
the parishioners your opinions—and 90 percent of you said you would like to buy the
church rather than to continue renting, as we had been doing since 2005.



We also needed an engineer to do a thorough inspection of the building so that we
would know what problems (and costs) to anticipate. Overall, the engineer said that the
building is very sound. Though generally well taken care of for many years—the organ
and slate roof are in very good condition, for example—there are many items of deferred
maintenance. Our inspection gave us a list of more than 50 issues to correct. Some of
these will cost significant money, such as replacing the roof of the schoolhouse, which
will cost more than $100,000, and cleaning the stained-glass windows, and replacing
their plexiglass protective covers, which over the years have yellowed, cracked, and
broken, and now sometimes allow water to leak in. This will be a significant project.
Other items are quite small, like updating the exit signs, and repairing some walls.
Overall, though, we will be working on those items for at least a couple of years.

All these things considered, as well as compared to any alternative building that
we might have bought or built, I am very confident that we made the right decision and
agreed to a price worthy of this grand building, full of so much art, beauty, and love.

As for the parish’s financial position and the loan we have taken on, we are in a
strong place. Our income for the fiscal years 2019 to 2021 was $407,010; $478,014; and
$645,100, respectively. This year is looking stronger than last year as well. The loan is
for 20 years at six percent interest, and we can pay it off early without any penalty,
something we should consider doing in the next few years.

Fortunately, we have about $600,000 in the bank, and we will use a lot of that for
various projects around the church as noted in the inspection report, as well as other
projects to support our parish. I will provide a more detailed financial report later, and
annually from now on.

In the survey that you completed last fall, not only did you overwhelmingly vote
to buy this building, but you also told me you would like more and better social space, as
well as better offices, meeting rooms, and classrooms. We are working on some exciting
projects to address these vital needs of the parish, and I would be grateful for your
continued prayers on these matters. I hope to have more good news to report to you soon.

Please note that to provide for all these needs, we will need to raise money from
the parish. A large percentage of you said in the survey that you would be willing to
increase your contributions and even to volunteer on a committee to raise money. If you
would like to get started on that soon, you could email development@stlawrence.cc,
otherwise, I will be reaching out to you later if you provided your email address in the
survey.

We have much to be grateful for on this Latare Sunday, and I urge you to use it
as an opportunity to rejoice, to fulfill the mandate of today’s liturgy. Please continue to
pray for your parish, and for your priests.

Rev. James M. Smith, Pastor
Letare Sunday, 2022



